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FURTHER EVENTS ANNOUNCED FOR FACTORY
INTERNATIONAL’S AUTUMN-WINTER PROGRAMME

Factory International, the organisation behind Manchester's landmark cultural space Aviva
Studios and the biennial Manchester International Festival, has today announced further
events joining the autumn-winter line-up at Aviva Studios.

Now on sale, new additions to the programme include:

The Immortal Sisterhood LIVE (8 October)

Gemma Cairney’s The Immortal Sisterhood is transformed into a genre-blending show
about honour and grief.

Originally a literary work by the award-winning broadcaster and writer, The Immortal
Sisterhood LIVE is a groundbreaking ensemble-led collaboration blending sound, opera,
movement, live cello, violin and poetry. Witness an unforgettable journey of the remarkable
women that we stand on the shoulders of, celebrated through an extraordinary fusion of
artforms that transcend time and genre.

The Immortal Sisterhood LIVE features Mele Broomes, Gemma Cairney, Fay Guiffo, A
Jones, Simone Seales and Roxanne Tataei. The event takes place in the Social and is
followed by DJ Sippin’ T playing a set for us all to take part in the ceremony that takes place
on the dance floor.

Lightroom - Prehistoric Planet: Discovering Dinosaurs (8 December — 10 January)
Presented by Lightroom and Apple TV

Blending iconic moments from Apple TV’s Emmy-nominated Prehistoric Planet with brand-
new material, Prehistoric Planet: Discovering Dinosaurs transports audiences back in
time, 66 million years ago, to experience dinosaurs closer than ever before. Narrated by
critically acclaimed actor Damian Lewis, Lightroom’s 360° immersive experience is a
celebration of our natural world through captivating storytelling, breathtaking visuals and
groundbreaking technology.

Damian Lewis guides audiences through the fascinating role dinosaurs and prehistoric
creatures have played in shaping our world, from Ammonites to Mosasaurs to the
Tyrannosaurus rex. As escapist as it is educational, audiences will not only experience some
of the most beloved scenes from seasons one and two of Apple TV’s Prehistoric Planet, but
they will also be immersed in exclusive extended CGI sequences and bespoke illustrations
that bring the show to life in entirely new ways.

This epic adventure is set to an original score by multi-Academy Award winner Hans
Zimmer, Anze Rozman, and Kara Talve for Bleeding Fingers Music. Prehistoric Planet:
Discovering Dinosaurs has been directed and designed by 59 Studio in close
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collaboration with the markers of Prehistoric Planet, Apple TV, and Executive Producer and
BBC Studios Natural History Unit Creative Director Mike Gunton.

GIGS

Mosoud Sadeghloo (13 September)
Presented by IRUK Productions

Iranian pop singer Masoud Sadeghloo comes to Aviva Studios for an intimate night of
Iranian pop music as part of his first UK tour.

Masoud Sadeghloo began his career as a wrestler before rising to fame with a string of hits
including Akhare Shab, Divoone Bazi and Zire Baroona Beraghs. His music blends
traditional folk with contemporary pop and electronic sounds, exploring themes of longing
and melancholy.

Grace Petrie (3 October)
Presented by Manchester Folk

Folk singer-songwriter Grace Petrie performs a stripped-back solo set followed by a full
band retrospective

Grace Petrie is one of the UK’s most urgent and passionate songwriters. Her politically
charged folk music quickly gained national attention and propelled her to the main stages of
folk festivals from Cambridge to Vancouver to the Blue Mountains of Australia.
Characterised by razor-sharp lyricism and the unmistakable passion of her stage presence,
her live shows have a unique atmosphere of hope and solidarity. The LGBTQ anthem Black
Tie has racked up 1.5 million streams and provided the soundtrack of expression for young
queer folks all over the world.

Chris Stussy presents USS (9 - 10 October) — SOLD OUT
Presented by Connecting Dots Group

Designed as a space where music takes precedence, USS strips the club experience back
to its essentials: long unhurried sets, low lighting and an uncompromising focus on the
dance floor.

Guided by Chris Stussy's refined, groove-led selections, the night unfolds with patience,
allowing the music to breathe. No phones, no spectacle, no unnecessary distractions. Just a
shared connection between the DJ, the sound system and the people in the room.

Courtnet Barnett (17 October)
Presented by DHP Family

Courtney Barnett celebrates Creature of Habit — a bold and generous new album that finds
her embracing change.
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Barnett is not only one of the most innovative songwriters of her time but undeniably one of
the most impressive rock guitarists of her generation. Creature of Habit channels restless
energy and hard-won optimism. Across sharp, driving songs and reflective moments alike,
she explores transformation, uncertainty and the small revelations that emerge through
patience and observation.

Khalid: It’s Always Summer Somewhere Tour (25 October)
Presented by AEG

Multi-platinum selling Global superstar Khalid stops off at Aviva Studios on the It's Always
Summer Somewhere European tour.

Khalid has released several albums to critical acclaim, earned more than 35.6 billion streams
across all partners and seven GRAMMY Award nominations, and collaborated with some of
music’s biggest stars. In October 2025, he released his most recent album After The Sun
Goes Down — a 17-track blend of smooth R&B fused with electro-pop and 80s-inspired
synths.

With special guest Jae Steephens

Freya Skye (29 — 20 October) — SOLD OUT
Presented by SIM Concerts

Freya Skye comes to Aviva Studios as part of her Stars Alight UK tour.

Freya Skye shot to fame after representing the UK in the Junior Eurovision Song Content
2022 at just 13 years old. Since then, she has amassed over 1.5 billion streams of her music
and millions of new social media followers. Her latest release, silent treatment, has amassed
over 40 million streams, securing a Top 20 position at US Pop Radio and earning her
recognition as iHeart Radio's "On the Verge" artist.

underscores (14 November)
Presented by Dollop

Hyperpop star underscores brings the GALLERIA tour to Aviva Studios celebrating her
acclaimed third album, U.

underscores has garnered over 150 million global streams with her adventurous, genre-
defying music, including the concept album Wallsocket and collabs with Oklou, Danny
Brown, Yaeji, Yves, Ninajirachi, umru and more. U marks the arrival of a new creative

era: focused, emotionally charged and sharply defined. The album is rooted in transience
and the bustling sounds of shopping malls, airports, hotels. The songs were written in hotel
rooms, studios, airplanes and vehicles around the world.

With support from umru.
COMEDY

Fin Taylor: The Pre-Emptive Comeback Special (11 — 12 September)
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Presented by Live Nation

After the whirlwind success of his chart-topping podcast Fin vs History and interview
series Fin vs the Internet, stand-up comedian and podcast host Fin Taylor comes to Aviva
Studios as part of his UK tour.

Fin Taylor has been seen and heard on Live At The Apollo, Have | Got News For You, The
Last Leg, Roast Battle, The Mash Report, 8 out of 10 Cats, Have a Word and Parenting
Hell.

Henry Paker: Pencil Case (18 September)
Presented by Little Wander

A brand new comedy show featuring live illustration. Leave your preconceptions about
comedy and illustration at the door and find them in an absolute state on the way out.

You'll know Henry Paker from the Three Bean Salad podcast and TV shows including The
Last Leg and Russell Howard’s Good News. His cartoons have also featured in Joe
Wilkinson: My Autobiography and Kay’s Anatomy.

Susan Calman: Tall Tales (4 October)
Presented by Phil Mcintyre Live LTD

Susan Calman presents an evening of barely believable stories, laughter and (probably)
dancing.

Susan Calman hasn’t been on tour in ten years, but now she’s back with Tall Tales —a
brand-new show about cruising, driving tanks, cats and getting older. A decade older, but not
necessarily wiser, Susan has found herself in some improbable situations over the years.

Serena Terry: Therapy (6 October)
Presented by Live Nation

Serena Terry, comedian, author and creator of online sensation ‘Mammy Banter’, is bringing
Therapy, her biggest stand-up comedy tour to date, to Aviva Studios

After selling out her previous two UK and Ireland comedy tours and becoming the first ever
female to sell out Belfast’'s SSE Arena in 2024, Serena should have been feeling on top of
the world. Instead, she found herself smack bang in the middle of depression. After a four-
month hiatus, an exhaustive list of therapies and an explorative mission towards self care,
she’s back to her best, ready to tell you all about her journey to recovery and the life-altering
events that came in between.

All Killa No Filla: Live — at Halloween! (25 October)
Presented by Berks Nest

A very special live edition of All Killa No Filla.

PUBLIC SECTOR FUNDERS

o¥e. MANCHESTER A&2 Funded by X Yol "iiw.’i Studios B
'm CITY COUNCIL w0 UK Government S e ENGLAND \_’..,(.er Street, Manchester M3 4JQ

factoryinternational.org



It's the most macabre time of the year... and Kiri Pritchard-McLean (Q/, 8 Out Of 10 Cats)
and Rachel Fairburn (House of Games, Live At The Apollo) are ready to get spooky with
their huge annual Halloween live show. Get your best fancy dress out of the attic (not
compulsory) and prepare to see two hilarious and outspoken stand-ups at the top of their
game.

Akaash Singh (1 November)
Presented by Live Nation

Stand-up comedian, podcaster and actor Akaash Singh shot to fame with appearances in

TV shows including MTV’s Wild’n Out, Netflix's Brown Nation and HBO’s The Leftovers. He
then pivoted his focus toward the now hugely successful podcast Flagrant, co-created with

fellow comedian and good friend, Andrew Schulz.

FREE EVENTS

BLACK HISTORY MONTH FREE EVENTS PROGRAMME

The Poetry Place: In The Beginning (1 October)

The Poetry Place: In The Beginning spotlights two of the most culturally shifting
contemporary voices of our time: Griot Gabriel and Maureen Onwunali.

The two poets bring an uncompromisingly modern edge to the ancient tradition of spoken
word. With raw lyricism, visceral storytelling and sharp social critique, they explore
heritage, survival and radical joy — tapping into and questioning our collective memory.

By placing their distinct perspectives in direct conversation with one

another, In The Beginning fosters a rich tapestry of diasporic identity that is both deeply
personal and universally resonant. The night will also feature a live musical performance
from rapper Oneda, bringing a raw, powerful energy to the stage.

BREATHE: Dance & Poetry Slam (3 October)

BREATHE is an electrifying fusion of spoken word and dance.

Pairs of dancers and poets perform duets that showcase their complementary styles while
telling a single story, creating unique performances that transcend the boundaries of their
art. These dynamic duos then face off in a head-to-head battle, judged by a panel of experts
from the worlds of poetry, dance and theatre.

Sip and Paint: Movement and Expression (16 October)

Hosted by Black Creative Trailblazers, Sip and Paint celebrates the art of self-expression
through colour, texture and vibrant patterns on canvas.

As you paint, enjoy a vibrant atmosphere filled with live music, community and delicious
mocktails. Browse and shop from four incredible Black-owned pop-ups — featuring a curated
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https://www.blackcreativetrailblazers.com/

selection of art, fashion and lifestyle pieces that celebrate creativity and craftsmanship
across the diaspora.

MuseumMisha Presents: Stay In Those Colours (18 October)

Stay In Those Colours is an immersive exhibition and live experience by multidisciplinary
artist Misha B that brings together abstract painting, music, film and storytelling in one
shared space.

Expect original artworks, immersive installations, archival visuals and live performances
exploring themes of identity, healing, resilience and human connection. Stay In Those
Colours is designed as a journey through three chapters — Arrival, Reflection and Release —
moving from the Lab to the Social. Blending visual art with live music and audience
participation, the event celebrates the power of art to connect people, spark conversation
and create meaningful shared experiences.

Misha B is a Manchester-born singer, songwriter, and multidisciplinary artist, rose to fame on
The X Factor. With a UK Top 10 hit, tours with Nicki Minaj and performances across the
globe, she is renowned for her bold artistry, cultural influence and activism — continuing to
inspire change across music, fashion and creative industries.

AMC Gospel Choir (18 October)

One of the UK’s top gospel choirs returns to Aviva Studios for a foot-stomping afternoon of
music

Based across Manchester and Birmingham, AMC Gospel Choir is one of the UK’s top live-
performance gospel choirs known for their vibrancy and joyfulness. Expect soundscapes that
tingle the body and warm the heart as well as inspiring solos and musical arrangements — all
organised by the director and members of the choir.

AMC Gospel Choir regularly perform in venues across Manchester, on BBC Songs of Praise
and as part of the legendary Hacienda Classical tour.

Shaping Reality (15 October)

Enjoy an evening of community and feel-good music curated by Rumbi Tauro.

Expect performances from local legends including Grumpy, Teékay, R’Monah, Shaq
Rayes and Rumbi Tauro. Plus, enjoy an eclectic mix of soundtracks from Sophia Hadji
Michael.

Rumbi Tauro is a local singer and alumni of Factory Sounds 2024 whose soulful melodies
have graced stages across the UK.

Factory Remix: Call and Response (20 October)

Celebrate the influence of Black diasporic art with an evening of stories, sounds and
traditions.
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https://www.instagram.com/teekaystar07/
https://www.instagram.com/rmonahmusic_/
https://www.instagram.com/shaqrayes/
https://www.instagram.com/shaqrayes/

Curated by Azora, discover emerging voices pushing the boundaries of their practice —
spanning alternative R&B, experimental composition, poetry and nu rap — while celebrating
the creativity and impact of Black artistry today. Factory Remix: Call and Response brings
together four artists from across the North of England for an evening of live music, spoken
word and performance: Ghanaian-English guitarist, composer and producer Rory A. Green,
indie and alternative R&B artist and producer Lei Hope, poet and performance artist Sophia
Harari and Bradford born vocalist, MC and performer Ty Untold.

Factory Spotlight Liberation Town (27 October)

Liberation Town is an immersive and culturally rich celebration of African and Caribbean
history and heritage — curated by multifaceted performing artist and community champion
Dee Kolo.

Liberation Town blends culture, education, choreography and live artistry into a seamless
celebration of community and local talent. Featuring local artists Dada Za Roho, Sophia &
Friends, Chisom Atakulu, Zolatec, Olumide Holloway, Vivi, Mc Shallar, DJ Kollegah
and Dee Kolo.

Part of Factory Spotlight: a platform for grassroots organisations, collectives, or individual
artists to curate an evening of live music at Aviva Studios.

PREVIOUSLY ANNOUNCED

Portrait of Black Britain (Opening 1 October)
Commissioned by Factory International. Co-Produced by Factory International and Cephas
Williams

Cephas Williams presents a powerful exhibition exploring what it means to be a Black
person living in the UK.

Portrait of Black Britain profiles a range of Black people living in the UK, highlighting the
different roles people play in our community. Its focus is not only on high-profile people and
success stories, but as many people from as wide a range of society as possible, aiming to
make more Black people visible and to offer the next generation and wider society a holistic
picture of Black existence in the UK and the 21st century.

From the creator of 56 Black Men, Letter to Zion and the Black Network, the exhibition is part
of a project that will ultimately lead to Williams building one of the largest photographic
archives of portraits of Black British people ever created.

Portrait of Black Britain was originally commissioned for Manchester International Festival
2021, with 116 portraits, spotlighting people from Greater Manchester, shown in a major
public exhibition in Manchester’s Arndale Centre. It was created at a time when candid
conversations and dialogue about the Black community were taking a long-overdue centre
stage following the murder of George Floyd. In response, Portrait of Black Britain centralised
Black-led representation on what it meant to be Black in the UK at that moment. Now Portrait
of Black Britain returns to the city, a significant large-scale photographic archive bringing
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together Black people living in the UK, from Manchester and beyond. The exhibition will be
shown at Aviva Studios in the Social for all visitors to the landmark cultural venue.

Application 39 (9 - 10 October)
An ETT, Matthew Schmolle Productions and Theatre Royal Stratford East Co-Production

The irreverent and sharply satirical black comedy Application 39 from Palestinian theatre
maker and writer Ahmed Masoud imagines Gaza as host of the 2048 Olympics, exactly 100
years after the Nakba.

Drawing on real-life testimonies, including from Gaza itself, Mahsoud imagines a Gaza risen
from ruin, unexpectedly awarded the right to host the Olympic Games, exactly 100 years
after the Nakba. The result of a prank from two IT workers in the municipality of Gaza, what
follows is a surreal yet pressing journey through occupation, bureaucracy, absurdity and
reconstruction.

Bold, irreverent and rooted in lived testimony as well as hope, Application 39 asks: what if
Gaza were no longer rubble and siege — but a site of global gathering, resistance and
renewal?

Lightroom - David Bowie: You’re Not Alone (8 December — 10 January)
Presented by Lightroom

Featuring the artist as its sole voice, David Bowie: You’re Not Alone immerses audiences
in the iconic performances and creative mind of one of the world’s most visionary and
influential artists.

Bringing together a wealth of visual material from a wide range of sources, the experience
combines rare performance footage, photography, drawings, lyrics, personal notes and
audio recordings. You’re Not Alone will showcase some of Bowie’s landmark performances
that redefined popular culture, using a mix of iconic, rarely seen and never-before-exhibited
material, selected from thousands of hours of film in the vaults of the David Bowie Archive in
New York, from Space Oddity through to Diamond Dogs and “Heroes” to %. Each track been
newly reconfigured to utilise Lightroom's specialised spatial audio system by multiple Olivier
and Tony award-winning sound designer Gareth Fry (Harry Potter & The Cursed Child,
David Bowie Is).

David Bowie: You're Not Alone is being made in close collaboration with and authorized by
the David Bowie Estate.

It’s a Sin (16 — 27 February)

Presented by Rambert and Factory International. Co-produced with Wales Millennium
Centre (Cardiff), Capital Theatres (Edinburgh), Sadler’s Wells (London), and Les Thééatres
de la Ville (Luxembourg).

Rambert and Factory International present the World Premiere of It’s A Sin, a major new
dance work inspired by the era-defining, award-winning Channel 4 Series.
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In the heart of 1980s London, It’s a Sin follows a group of young gay men and their friends
chasing identity, connection and a life on their own terms. When day spills into night they
find a world of abandon, music and friendship, where bodies move freely and life feels
limitless. But as the AIDS crisis begins to unfold, their lives are irrevocably changed. Love,
fear and defiance collide as they fight for each other in a world that is rapidly shifting around
them - and increasingly hostile to their existence.

Brought to life by Rambert’s extraordinary dancers, It’s a Sin weaves past and present into
something raw, visceral and devastating. With original series creator Russell T Davies
(Queer as Folk, Doctor Who), legendary pop duo Pet Shop Boys and Glyn Fussell (Sink
the Pink, Mighty Hoopla) as Executive Producers, this powerful dance story of love and
survival is directed and choreographed by Rambert’s Artistic Director Beniot Swan Pouffer
with dramaturgy from Kaite O’Reilly (The Almond and the Seahorse).

Expanding the world of the beloved television drama, the production brings together an
extraordinary creative team. Roman GianArthur will compose the music with the support of
Pet Shop Boys, Set and video design comes from Luke Halls Studio

To celebrate the World Premiere of this bold, euphoric and electrifying new work, a
programme of related events and activities will coincide with the run at Aviva Studios.

It’s a Sin is made possible thanks to major support from the Colwinston Charitable Trust’'s
30th Anniversary Fund. It’s a Sin has been supported by Incentivising Touring: Repayable
Grants for Theatre and Dance, a pilot scheme developed by Arts Council England. This
production is inspired by the television series “It’s a Sin” created by Russell T Davies and
produced by Red Production Company.

PREVIOUSLY ANNOUNCED GIGS & SPECIAL EVENTS

Black Creative Trailblazers (4 September)
Presented by Cultureville

Black Creative Trailblazers is a spectacular black-tie celebration of Black creativity, culture
and community.

Experience the electric energy of live performances, from soul-stirring spoken word to
captivating live music that will have you dancing in your seat. Immerse yourself in a space
filled with incredible talent, powerful storytelling and uplifting artistry — all set against a
backdrop of good vibes.

Founded by Cultureville, Black Creative Trailblazers CIC was created to combat the severe
underrepresentation of Black creatives within the industry. Their annual showcase shines a
spotlight on the remarkable work of Black artists, musicians, poets, dancers, fashion
designers and more.

Ward Thomas: Celebrating 10 Years of Cartwheels (19 September)
Presented by Senbla
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British Country duo Ward Thomas celebrate the anniversary of their landmark album
Cartwheels.

Released in 2016, Cartwheels was the Hampshire duo’s second album and the record that
propelled them from emerging singer-songwriters to trailblazers of a new British country-pop
sound. Twin sisters Catherine and Lizzy Ward will perform the album in its entirety backed
by full band, revisiting the record that made history as the first ever by a British country act to
reach No.1 on the UK Albums Chart.

With special guests The Wandering Heights.
Bill Callaghan (2 October)
Lo-fi indie rock artist Bill Callahan celebrates his eighth studio album My Days of 58.

Bill Callahan continues to blaze one of the most original songwriting and performance trails
out there, performing first under the name Smog and now as a solo artist. With My Days of
58, he applies the living, breathing energies of his live shows to the studio process,
sharpening his slice-of-life portraiture to cut deeper than ever before.

Support from Nathan Bowles.

Bloc Party & Interpol co-headline tour (23 — 24 November)
Presented by SIM

A co-headline tour that unites two era-defining bands: Bloc Party and Interpol.

Experience two of the most influential acts of the last three decades performing songs from
across their 20 year-spanning discographies, including Bloc Party’s seminal debut Silent
Alarm and Interpol’s landmark sophomore album Antics.

Having previously toured the UK together in 2004 and co-headlined a series of shows in
Australia in 2023, the two bands will bring their longstanding partnership back to the UK and
Europe, giving fans the chance to hear some of their most defining songs live once again.

Manchester Collective: Black Gold (4 December)

Award-winning experimental music ensemble Manchester Collective return to Aviva
Studios for a tectonic journey through the elements.

Manchester Collective morph into a bass-heavy ensemble with compositions from James
Tenney, Luke Mombrea and Hildur Gudnadottir, with a new commission by
composer Sasha Scott, known for her shattering, glitchy music.

PREVIOUSLY ANNOUNCED TALKS

Yotam Ottolenghi: Simple Too Live (6 September)
Presented by Fane
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Join bestselling author Yotam Ottolenghi for a celebration of new cookbook Simple Too.

Watch Yotam cook live on stage while sharing the inspiration behind this beautifully crafted
collection of brand-new vegetable-forward meals, tray-baked options and delicious desserts
— all designed to be made in under 30 minutes, cooked in one pot or prepped ahead.

In an evening dedicated to simplifying the way we cook, Yotam will discuss how Simple
Too carves out space for us to relax in the kitchen, bringing recipes to life on stage with
colour, flavour and joy. He'll reveal how even the simplest meals can feel full of abundance,
sharing stories from his culinary journey and the philosophy that guides the Ottolenghi Test
Kitchen. This is a night founded on the Ottolenghi ideology: creativity made achievable for
our everyday noisy world.

Anthony Scaramucci: The All The Wrongq Moves Tour (16 September)
Presented by Intelligence Squared

Join The Rest is Politics: US host and ex-White House Communications Director Anthony
Scaramucci in conversation with political satirist Matt Forde.

This autumn, on the eve of the pivotal US midterm elections, Scaramucci comes to live
audiences across the UK to offer an insider’s account of how America reached this moment
and to offer a hopeful message for how it might find a way back.

Enter The Castle with John Ronson (20 September)
Presented by Fane

After three decades investigating the strange edges of human behaviour — from public
shamings and psychopaths to modern moral panics — Jon Ronson’s latest true story turns
unexpectedly close to home.

When his son is lured to a mysterious castle deep in the forests of New England, Jon finds
himself on a darkly comic, perilous quest to uncover what was really happening inside its
walls. The Castle, Jon’s first book in 11 years, is his most personal, revealing and gripping
journey yet — a twisting tale of unmoored men, lost purpose and the absurd, frightening ways
it can all go wrong. In this brand-new live show, Jon brings the book’s extraordinary stories
to life on stage with astonishing footage and online clips, including jaw-dropping material that
has long since vanished from the internet.

See full event listings on the Factory International website at
factoryinternational.org/whats-on

Download images here

For more information please contact:

PUBLIC SECTOR FUNDERS

¥8y MANCHESTER A Funded by % | Ats councit Watee Street

4 Wate: & hester M3
CITY COUNCIL %2 UK Government e | ENGLAND Water Street, Manchester M3 4JQ
factoryinternational.org


https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/ab1a9xsenkksr6ixbn5ja/AKs5NZWyWwnATgy73lePE3c?rlkey=st796qkua2ko9i0xlhgsrb0x4&st=r6jf3oxl&dl=0

Kate Hassell, Director, Bread and Butter PR, Kate@breadandbutterpr.uk
Maisie Lawrence, Director, Bread and Butter PR, Maisie@breadandbutterpr.uk

Shelly Ramsdale, Press & PR Manager. Factory International,
shelly.ramsdale@factoryinternational.org
Anja Samy, Press Officer, Factory International, anja.samy@factoryinternational.org

NOTES TO EDITORS:

About Factory International
Factory International is the organisation behind Manchester International Festival and the
city’s landmark cultural space, Aviva Studios.

Factory International commissions, produces and presents a year-round programme of
original creative work and special events at Aviva Studios, online, and internationally through
its network of co-commissioners and partners. It also stages the city-wide Manchester
International Festival (MIF) every other year.

Factory International builds on the legacy of Manchester International Festival, one of the
world’s leading arts festivals, and the first to be entirely focused on the commissioning and
producing of ambitious new work. Staged every two years in Manchester since 2007, world-
renowned artists from different art forms and backgrounds create dynamic, innovative and
forward-thinking new work in venues and spaces across Greater Manchester.

Aviva Studios was designed by the world-leading practice Office for Metropolitan Architecture
(OMA), with Ellen van Loon as lead architect — their first major public building in the UK. Its
development was led by Manchester City Council, with backing from HM Government and
National Lottery funding from Arts Council England.

Ultra-flexible in design, the building is based around large, open, adaptable spaces that can
be constantly reconfigured, enabling artists to develop and create large-scale work of invention
and ambition of a kind not seen anywhere else in the world. A unique canvas to make, explore
and experiment, audiences can enjoy the broadest range of art forms - from major exhibitions
and concerts to intimate performances and immersive experiences.

Factory International plays an important role in the lives of Greater Manchester residents,
bringing jobs, skills, training and creative opportunities. Through the Factory Academy,
Factory International is training the creative workforce of the future, while its pioneering
creative engagement and artist development programmes create year-round opportunities for
local people to get involved, from participating in flagship commissions to shaping the
organisation through involvement in its public forums.

Factory International is an Arts Council England National Portfolio Organisation.
factoryinternational.org
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