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ikaela Loach w
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O
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 Festivals - A

 G
lo

b
al M

o
vem

en
t

Im
age: W

O
W

 R
io 2018 in full sw

ing in dow
ntow

n R
io de Janeiro, B

razil

Th
e W

O
W

 Fo
u

n
d

atio
n

 creates W
O

W
 - W

o
m

en
 o

f th
e W

o
rld

 Festivals acro
ss th

e glo
b

e 

to
 celeb

rate th
e ach

ievem
ents o

f w
o

m
en

, girls an
d

 n
o

n
-b

in
ary p

eo
p

le, co
nfro

nt 

gen
d

er in
ju

stice - an
d

 create jo
yo

u
s p

laces w
h

ere p
eo

p
le o

f all kin
d

s can
 get to

geth
er 

to
 sh

are sto
ries in

 m
ean

in
gfu

l w
ays.

W
O

W
 h

as seed
ed

 a glo
b

al m
o

vem
en

t w
h

ich
 h

as sp
arked

 W
O

W
 Festivals in

 45 

lo
catio

n
s acro

ss six co
ntin

ents an
d

 reach
es 65 m

illio
n

 p
eo

p
le a year th

ro
u

gh
 live an

d
 

d
igital events, m

ed
ia an

d
 cam

p
aign

s. 

Th
e sto

ries o
f triu

m
p

h
, traged

y, p
ro

gress an
d

 setb
ack th

at th
e festival gath

ers are a 

cru
cial so

u
rce o

f kn
o

w
led

ge an
d

 can
 co

n
n

ect u
s so

 w
e can

 m
ake n

ew
 so

lu
tio

n
s 

to
geth

er.

To
 d

ate, W
O

W
 h

as taken
 p

lace in
 A

u
stralia, B

an
glad

esh
, B

razil, C
h

in
a, Egyp

t, Fin
lan

d
, 

G
reece, N

ep
al, N

igeria, Pakistan
, Sri Lan

ka, So
m

alilan
d

, Taiw
an

, th
e U

K an
d

 th
e U

SA
 

w
h

ere seism
ic sh

ifts in
 cu

ltu
ral attitu

d
es to

w
ard

s gen
d

er eq
u

ity h
ave taken

 p
lace as 

a resu
lt o

f th
e festival. Particip

ants h
ave in

clu
d

ed
 A

n
gela D

avis, M
alala Yo

u
safzai, 

A
n

n
ie Len

n
ox, Patrick Stew

art, B
aro

n
ess D

o
reen

 Law
ren

ce an
d

 Salm
a H

ayek - as w
ell 

as th
o

u
san

d
s o

f p
eo

p
le w

h
o

 d
o

n
’t h

ave p
u

b
lic p

ro
files b

u
t are ch

an
gin

g th
e w

o
rld

.
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Im
age: B

erlin based Indian m
usician and clim

ate ecologist D
itty w

ho uses m
usic to talk about clim

ate justice and 

ensures carbon neutral tours. Photo: Ellie Kurttz

In
 M

ay 2024, W
O

W
’s flagsh

ip
 U

K festival w
ill take p

lace in
 M

an
ch

ester, in
 p

artn
ersh

ip
 

w
ith

 Facto
ry In

tern
atio

n
al. Th

is m
ajo

r Festival - th
e first o

f its kin
d

 in
 th

e N
o

rth
 W

est - is 

a fu
ll takeo

ver o
f th

e cu
ttin

g-ed
ge A

viva Stu
d

io
s fo

r th
e p

eo
p

le o
f G

reater M
an

ch
ester 

an
d

 b
eyo

n
d

.

Th
e first ever W

O
W

 M
an

ch
ester Festival is yo

u
r ch

an
ce to

 b
e p

art o
f th

e glo
b

al 

m
o

vem
ent an

d
 see w

o
rld

-class sp
eakers, activists, m

u
sician

s an
d

 co
m

ed
ian

s, in
clu

d
in

g 

A
u

stralia’s first w
o

m
an

 Prim
e M

in
ister Ju

lia G
illard

, acto
rs M

axin
e Peake an

d
 Zaw

e 

A
shto

n
, N

azan
in

 Zagh
ari-R

atcliffe, M
an

ch
ester legen

d
 D

J Pau
lette an

d
 au

th
o

r C
h

im
en

e 

Su
leym

an
. C

o
m

e to
geth

er w
ith

 th
e p

eo
p

le o
f G

reater M
an

ch
ester an

d
 b

eyo
n

d
 fo

r th
ree 

d
ays o

f life-ch
an

gin
g co

nversatio
n

s, in
cred

ib
le p

erfo
rm

an
ces an

d
 m

o
re.

Yo
u

 can
 also

 p
o

p
 b

y th
e So

cial fo
r a ran

ge o
f free even

ts acro
ss th

e w
eeken

d
 – featu

rin
g 

W
O

W
 p

o
p

-u
p

s, p
o

etry, w
o

rksh
o

p
s an

d
 artw

o
rk. Listen

 in
 to

 W
O

W
 B

ites o
r learn

 h
o

w
 to

 

m
ake d

yes fro
m

 n
atu

ral in
gred

ients. Th
ere’s p

lenty to
 stu

m
b

le u
p

o
n

.

W
O

W
 M

an
ch

ester w
elco

m
es p

eo
p

le o
f all ages an

d
 gen

d
ers. W

h
eth

er yo
u

’re a 

seaso
n

ed
 activist o

r d
ip

p
in

g yo
u

r to
es into

 id
eas ab

o
u

t gen
d

er eq
u

ity fo
r th

e first tim
e, 

W
O

W
 M

an
ch

ester is fo
r yo

u
.



Facto
ry In

tern
atio

n
alIm

age: M
IF23 Festival S

quare at Aviva S
tudios hom

e of Factory International 
C

redit C
redit: C

hris P
ayne

Facto
ry Intern

atio
n

al co
m

m
issio

n
s, p

ro
d

u
ces an

d
 p

resents a year-ro
u

n
d

 p
ro

gram
m

e o
f 

o
rigin

al creative w
o

rk an
d

 sp
ecial events at A

viva Stu
d

io
s, its lan

d
m

ark n
ew

 h
o

m
e in

 

M
an

ch
ester.

 Th
e b

ran
d

 n
ew

 A
viva Stu

d
io

s is th
e p

erfect ven
u

e fo
r th

e first W
O

W
 M

an
ch

ester. B
u

ilt 

w
ith

 flexib
ility in

 m
in

d
, th

e b
u

ild
in

g is b
ased

 aro
u

n
d

 large, o
p

en
, ad

ap
tab

le sp
aces th

at 

can
 b

e co
n

stantly reco
nfigu

red
, en

ab
lin

g artists to
 d

evelo
p

 an
d

 create large-scale w
o

rk 

o
f inventio

n
 an

d
 am

b
itio

n
 o

f a kin
d

 n
o

t seen
 anyw

h
ere else in

 th
e w

o
rld

.

 Facto
ry Intern

atio
n

al b
u

ild
s o

n
 th

e legacy o
f M

an
ch

ester In
tern

atio
n

al Festival, o
n

e o
f 

th
e w

o
rld

’s lead
in

g arts festivals, an
d

 th
e first to

 b
e entirely fo

cu
sed

 o
n

 th
e 

co
m

m
issio

n
in

g an
d

 p
ro

d
u

cin
g o

f am
b

itio
u

s n
ew

 w
o

rk.  Staged
 every tw

o
 years in

 

M
an

ch
ester sin

ce 2007, w
o

rld
-ren

o
w

n
ed

 artists create d
yn

am
ic, in

n
o

vative an
d

 

fo
rw

ard
-th

in
kin

g n
ew

 w
o

rk in
 ven

u
es an

d
 sp

aces acro
ss G

reater M
an

ch
ester, an

d
 h

ave 

in
clu

d
ed

 M
arin

a A
b

ram
o

vić, D
am

o
n

 A
lb

arn
, Lau

rie A
n

d
erso

n
, B

jö
rk, Id

ris Elb
a, 

Sh
arm

een
 O

b
aid

-C
h

in
o

y an
d

 Yo
ko

 O
n

o
. 

Facto
ry Intern

atio
n

al p
lays an

 im
p

o
rtant ro

le in
 th

e lives o
f G

reater M
an

ch
ester 

resid
en

ts, b
rin

gin
g jo

b
s, skills, train

in
g an

d
 creative o

p
p

o
rtu

n
ities. 
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ch
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o

n
ten

t

Im
age: Installation view

 from
 M

anchester International Festival 2023 exhibition ‘Yayoi Kusam
a: You, M

e and the B
alloons’ at 

A
viva Studios. Photo: D

avid Levene

W
O

W
 M

an
ch

ester w
ill take o

ver A
viva Stu

d
io

s, w
ith

 a w
h

o
le ran

ge o
f activities, in

clu
d

in
g:

●
Th

e M
arketp

lace is th
e b

eatin
g h

eart o
f th

e p
ro

gram
m

e - an
 im

m
ersive exp

erien
ce 

w
ith

 o
ver 50 p

o
p

-u
p

 sto
res, exp

erien
ces an

d
 h

ap
p

en
in

gs to
 exp

lo
re, p

laces to
 sto

p
 

an
d

 ch
at, p

articip
ate, b

ro
w

se, learn
, get a treatm

ent an
d

 b
u

ild
 co

m
m

u
n

ity.

●
D

u
rin

g each
 d

ay th
ere w

ill b
e M

o
m

en
ts o

f U
n

ity, led
 b

y Ju
d

e Kelly, w
h

ere everyo
n

e 
sto

p
s to

 listen
 o

r take p
art in

 o
n

e th
in

g to
geth

er.

●
C

o
nversatio

n
 Statio

n
s - w

ill p
ro

vid
e assem

b
ly p

o
ints fo

r d
iscu

ssio
n

, d
eb

ate, 
q

u
estio

n
s an

d
 in

sp
iratio

n
, w

ith
 sp

eakers in
clu

d
in

g Ju
lia G

illard
, M

axin
e Peake, 

Zaw
e A

sh
to

n
 an

d
 N

azan
in

 Zagh
ari-R

atcliffe.

●
W

O
W

 B
ig Id

eas w
ill ad

d
ress th

e m
o

st u
rgent id

eas - o
r h

ilario
u

s interlu
d

es - 
th

ro
u

gh
o

u
t th

e d
ay.

●
W

o
rksh

o
p

s led
 b

y artists an
d

 activists w
ill ru

n
 th

ro
u

gh
o

u
t th

e w
eeken

d
.

●
Sp

eed
 M

en
to

rin
g b

rin
gs w

o
m

en
 an

d
 n

o
n

-b
in

ary p
eo

p
le to

geth
er fo

r sh
o

rt, 
tran

sfo
rm

ative d
iscu

ssio
n

s.

●
A

rtistic in
stallatio

n
s fro

m
 In

a-M
aria Sh

iko
n

go
 an

d
 Tan

ia Ko
vats w

ill b
rin

g th
e sp

ace 
alive.

●
Po

p
 U

p
 p

erfo
rm

an
ces an

d
 events fo

r p
eo

p
le o

f all ages acro
ss th

e site in
clu

d
in

g 
sp

o
ken

 w
o

rd
 an

d
 d

an
ce.

●
H

ead
lin

ers M
el B

, San
d

i To
ksvig an

d
 Jo

rd
an

 Step
h

en
s take to

 th
e stage in

 h
igh

 
p

ro
file, sep

arately ticketed
 even

in
g events in

 th
e b

ran
d

 n
ew

 A
viva Stu

d
io

s H
all.



W
O

W
 M

an
ch

ester w
ill h

ap
p

en
 at scale:

10k 
Exp

ected
 live au

d
ien

ces

263k 
So

cial m
ed

ia fo
llo

w
ers

8.75M
 

So
cial m

ed
ia reach

90,000+ 
N

ew
sletter 

Im
age: Indigenous leader H

indou Ibrahim
 and Form

er President of Ireland M
ary R

obinson have appeared at 

W
O

W
 m

any tim
es speaking about the urgent need to involve w

om
en and girls in clim

ate solutions.

Photo: Ellie Kurttz



H
o

w
 Yo

u
 C

an
 G

et Invo
lved

W
O

W
 M

arketp
lace

Takin
g o

ver th
e W

areh
o

u
se sp

ace at A
viva Stu

d
io

s, th
e W

O
W

 M
arketp

lace is a d
yn

am
ic

sh
o

w
case fo

r d
iverse w

o
m

en
 an

d
 n

o
n

-b
in

ary-led
 b

u
sin

esses an
d

 o
rgan

isatio
n

s cu
rated

 

b
y W

O
W

, p
ro

vid
in

g festival-go
ers w

ith
 a ch

an
ce to

 sh
o

p
, learn

 an
d

 b
ro

w
se. 

O
p

p
o

rtu
n

ities fo
r stall-h

o
ld

ers to
 jo

in
 th

e m
arketp

lace are as fo
llo

w
s:

1. U
n

fu
n

d
ed

 C
o

m
m

u
n

ity G
ro

u
p

: £0 + V
A

T
W

o
m

en
 an

d
 n

o
n

-b
in

ary fo
cu

sed
 C

o
m

m
u

n
ity gro

u
p

s th
at are n

o
t fu

n
d

ed
.

2. Fu
n

d
ed

 C
o

m
m

u
n

ity G
ro

u
p

s: 1 d
ay £60 + V

A
T 2 d

ays £100 + V
A

T
W

o
m

en
 an

d
 n

o
n

-b
in

ary fo
cu

ssed
 C

o
m

m
u

n
ity O

rgan
isatio

n
s th

at are fu
n

d
ed

.

3. In
d

ep
en

d
en

t G
reater M

an
ch

ester B
u

sin
esses: 1 d

ay £80 + V
A

T 2 d
ays £140 + V

A
T

B
u

sin
esses th

at o
p

erate au
to

n
o

m
o

u
sly an

d
 are n

o
t affiliated

 w
ith

 larger co
rp

o
ratio

n
s o

r ch
ain

s. Th
is 

catego
ry is o

n
ly asso

ciated
 w

ith
 b

u
sin

esses w
ith

in
 G

reater M
an

ch
ester.

4. N
o

t-fo
r-P

ro
fit: 1 d

ay £150 + V
A

T 2 d
ays £280 + V

A
T

O
rgan

isatio
n

s th
at are n

o
t fo

r p
ro

fit - m
ean

in
g th

at th
eir activities are n

o
t fo

r th
e fin

an
cial b

en
efit o

f any 

in
d

ivid
u

al o
r b

o
ard

.

5. P
u

b
lic Secto

r: 1 d
ay £250 + V

A
T 2 d

ays £480 + V
A

T
Pu

b
lic secto

rs in
clu

d
e p

u
b

lic go
o

d
s an

d
 services su

ch
 as ed

u
catio

n
 an

d
 h

ealth
care.

6. Sm
all B

u
sin

ess: 1 d
ay £250 + V

A
T 2 d

ays £480 + V
A

T
A

 sm
all b

u
sin

ess is cu
rrently d

efin
ed

 as o
n

e th
at d

o
es n

o
t h

ave a tu
rn

o
ver o

f m
o

re th
an

 £6.5m
illio

n
, a 

b
alan

ce sh
eet to

tal o
f m

o
re th

an
 £3.26 m

illio
n

 an
d

 d
o

es n
o

t h
ave m

o
re th

an
 50 em

p
lo

yees.
Im

age (right): A
 snapshot of the W

O
W

 London M
arketplace



TH
A

N
K

 YO
U

C
o

n
tact

C
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é G
regso

n

Pro
d

u
cer

clo
e.gregso

n
@

facto
ryintern

atio
n

al.o
rg

R
egistered
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h

arity N
o

:  1189880

Tw
itter:

@
W

O
W

isG
lo

b
al

In
stagram

:  
@

W
O

W
G
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b

al

Th
read

s:
@

W
O

W
G

lo
b

al

TikTo
k:

@
W

O
W

isG
lo

b
al

Faceb
o

o
k:

@
W

o
m

en
o

fth
eW

o
rld

Festival

Yo
u

Tu
b

e: 
@

W
O

W
G

lo
b

al

W
eb

site:
th

ew
o

w
fo

u
n

d
atio

n
.co

m

W
e lo

o
k fo

rw
ard

 to
 h

earin
g fro

m
 yo

u
. 

Sh
o

u
ld

 yo
u

 w
ish

 to
 h

ear m
o

re, p
lease d

o
 get in

 to
u

ch
.


